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How to ensurean effective [EP Mesting
Sue Marsh, President

Most familiesarein the processof addressingtheir
studentseducationa needsfor the up-coming school year.
Careful planningisthekey tothe development of a
responsive educationd planthat coversal areasinwhich
your child may havedeficits.

Federd law requiresthat each individual educational
program (IEP) includethechilds present level of
performance (PLOP). Thisshould contain not only
classroom-based assessments, but al so the students most
recent scoresfrom state and district widetesting. When
compared with last years PLORP, it ispossibleto determine
theamount of progressyour child has obtained over the
course of the school year aswell asthe state standardsin
which he/she hasmastery and the onesinwhich continued
work isneeded. Oncethisdatahasbeen anayzed, the
teamisready to devel op theannual goa sand objectivesfor
the next school term.

When generating goal sand objectives, Tennessees
academi c content standards should be discussed asthey
relateto your childseducation. Thegeneral education
teacher onthe | EPteam may serveasthe curriculum
speciaist. State academic content standards specify what
students are expected to know and be ableto do. “While
there might be agap — sometimes significant —between the
studentspresent level of performance and the skillsand
knowledge required to meet the grade-level standards—the
| EP should addresswhat needsto happen in order for the
student to meet the standards’ (Cortiella, 2006, retrieved
fromwww.schwabl earning.org on 3/27/2007). In other
words, how to moveyour child from higher present level of
performanceto the desired state standard isakey point of
discussionindevelopingthe |[EP. Cortiella(2006) lists
severa benefitsto studentswhen astandards-driven
approachisutilized. They include:

1 Increased collaboration between genera and
specia educators
2 Increasedinvolvement of general education



teacherswith the performance of studentswith

disbilities

Higher expectationsfor student achievement

Specific accommodationsand modifications

designed to support the student with disabilities

inagenerd education environment
Because No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
legidation requiresthat al studentsparticipatein
large-scal e assessments such as Tennessee
ComprehensveAssessment Program Achievement
Test (TCAP) and the Gateway exit exams,
studentswith | EPsthat are content-driven and
standards-based aretested on skillsinwhichthey
have received instruction throughout the school
year. You can monitor the progressof your child
through progress notesthat areissued with each
report card. If you have concernsabout progress
toward goal sand objectives, an |EPteam meeting
can be convened to discussyour concernsand
modify thel EPif needed.

Additional Tips

Parents, your valueto the | EP team cannot be over
estimated. While professionalscometothe
meeting with knowledgeof their specidty area,
you cometo the meeting with specific knowledge
of your child. Please sharewith theteam your
childsacademic and socia strengthsaswell as
thingsthat aredifficult for him/her. Theteamwill
a so benefit from knowing how your child learns
best and the progress he/sheismaking at home
andinthecommunity. | findit helpful tobringa
pad of paper and apencil with meto meetingsto
writedown questionsand notes. If itisnot
possibleto attend an | EP meeting, please schedule
aphone conferencewith theteam. The
information you shareiscritica toyour childs
educational goalsand objectives.

Response to Response to I ntervention
Elizabeth Bishop, MSSW
With anationd estimate of 4-6% of al students
inpublic schoolsidentified ashaving aspecific
learning disability (SLD) eachyear, itisevident that
thisisachalengeto educational systems
everywhere. The2004 IDEA Reauthorization
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proposesasignificant changein how childrenare

identified with specificlearning disabilitiesthrough

the adoption of Responseto Intervention (RTI)
methodology.

RTl isthepracticeof providing high-quality
ingruction and interventionsto assist learnerswith
reading problemswithout adding themtothe
specia education population. Interventionsare
matched to student need, constant monitoring of
progress, and applying resultsor the response
fromintervention to educational outcomesand
goals. Interventionsareto be research based and
employed at thefirst Sign of academictrouble. RTI
ismeant asaresponsefor any child at any state of
the educational processand isneither astand
al one assessment tool for specia education
qudlification nor ablockadeto those specialy
designed services.

RTI followsathreetiered approachto
intervention. Thefirsttierisaspecificintervention
or interventions, chosen by the school or school
digtrict,implementedin thegenerd education
classroom. Thesecondtierissmall group
ingtruction withthesamemodel andthethirdtieris
moreindividudizedingtructionwiththemode or a
referral to specia education. Theseinterventions
could take 8-12 weeksor longer toimplement
beforeareferral to special education servicesis
issued.

Thebenefitsof RTI isthat it respondsto
problems as soon asthey appear in classwork,
not after the child hasfailed acourseor grade. The
use of research-based, highly monitored
interventionsprovidesdetailsand datanot
otherwise evident intest scoresor coursework
grades. Implementation of RTI alsoinvolvesnot
only the classroom teacher but the parentsin the
process. However, RTI doeshave some
drawbacksin efficiency to addressthe needs of
sudentswith unidentified learning disabilities.

o RTlisspecifically geared for reading problems
and isnot applicableto math, science, or
SENsory iSSUes.

- RTI assumesthat high quaity instruction has
alwaysbeen available and does not account



for student transfers, ethnicity, cultura
differences, or substandard teaching.

RTI aso doesnot account for societal or
environmental factorsthat could beinterferingin
child’'s performance such as poverty, abuseand
neglect, and substance abuse.

Undiagnosed learning disabilities, visud or
hearingimpairments, or intellectud disabilities
arenot ruled out as possible causes of poor
academic performance prior toimplementation
of RTI process.

Criteriatoidentify children early could be
masked in childrenwho have higher adaptive
functioningskills

Thereareother related issueswith RTI
implementation from anadminigtrativeview. RTI is
very intenseand requirestime and diligence upon
the classroom teacher and administrator. RT1 is
meant to reduce the number of referralsto special
education and reducethe overrepresentation of
minoritiesin special education. Adeguate resources
are needed so that school systems can choosethe
most appropriatetool for RTI aswell astraining for
staff toimplement and interpret results.

RTI may not beused asastdling tactic when
LD testing isrequested by the parent nor canit be
used asthe solecriteriafor determining whether a
child hasalearning disability. Whiletherearemany
RTI modelsavailable, very littleresearch hasgone
into the efficiency and efficacy of RTI toreduce
gpecia education referralsand minority disparities.
In his September 2006 memo, Joseph Fisher stated
that RT1 implementation in Tennessee could takea
long as4 yearstofinalize. The state of Tennessee
has entered into acontract with the Iris Center at
Peabody Collegeof Vanderbilt University to post
training modulesand other relevant materia sfor
RTI implementationin Tennessee. Thetraining
modulesdeveloped by the IrisCenter areavailable
onlineat iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu.

WhileRTI hasthe potential to benefit many
studentsby early identification, thereisastrong air
of caution fromlearning disabilitiesadvocates
regarding the specific needsof childrenwithlearning

disabilities. A position paper isposted onthe LDA
of Americawebsite at www.ldanétl.org. Hereisa
listing of questionsthat parents should ask about
RTI.
wWhat specific RT| stepsareto beused?
e How will parentsparticipatein RTI?
- What instruction or interventionswill be
provided in RT1? By whom?
o What criteriawill determinechangesin RT]
instruction and placement?
o Whowill beon RTI decision-making teams?
o< |f RTI isused, when and how isthe
compr ehensiveevaluation implemented?
Whileresearchispending ontheutilization of
RTI to addresseducational deficitsat an early
stage, thereistill muchtolearn. RTIishighly
dependent upon theintervener asmuch asthe
intervention. Asno childisthesame, neither are
childrenwith disabilitiesthe same. Effortstoidentify
childrenwithlearning difficultiesthat aregeneralized
to the entire popul ation are not going to be specific
enoughto addressall needs. The potential danger is
that children with learning disabilitieswho are
undiagnosed will continueto go unidentified.

Need last minute gift ideas?

How about an L DA member ship! LDA isthe
voicefor peoplewith learning disabilitiesof al
ages. LDA istheleading advocatefor lawsand
policiesthat create opportunitiesfor peoplewith
learning disahilities. LDA isaleaderin
promoting research into the nature and causes of
learning disabilities. LDA membershipisagreat
waly to show support for the needs of people
withlearning disabilities.
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Check Out thisGreat Websitefor Kidswith
LD and ADHD!
SparkTop.org

Withthe advantages of the Internet, thereare
several websitesthat feature gamesfor students
with Learning Disahilities. A review of onesuch
website has been conducted by astudent with
learning disabilities. Thewebsiteis SparkTop.org.

| amastudent with Learning Disabilities(LD) and
my teacher asked meto check out thisgreat
websitefor kidsjust likeme. Thewebsiteisfree
and was devel oped by SchwabL earning.org. |
redly liked al theactivities- Games, Tips, and
Advicefor Kidswholearn differently! Thesite
providesapositiveimpact onthelivesof kids
through knowledge, self-discovery, and asafe
community.

Thegod of thewebsiteistoinfluencehow kids
likeme, view themselvesand their differencesand
increasetheir likelihood for asuccessful life. My
teacher used the* Recipefor Success’ with our
Reading Class, and we set goalsto follow for one
week. Wethen outlined the stepsto achievethe
goa. Wea so brainstormed “ Talent Scout” to
discover themany talentsand thingswedo well
eachday! Thesitehasthelatestinformationon
TV, music, entertainment, and historical events.
Thesewerefuntoread! | think thesiteisredly
cool!

Do you have a story that you would like to
have printed? Do you have a topic or issue
you would like to see addressed?
Then write to:
LDA of TN,
PO BOX 40562,
Memphis, TN 38174
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The11™ Annud BEY OND ACCESSIncluson
Conferenceisdesigned to provideeducators, adminis-
tretors, parents, and related service providerscurrent
information onthebest and most promising practicesin
incdlusveeducation. Thisyear’ sconferencetheme,
“Indusion: MissonPossble” reestablishesthecommit-
ment of educatorsand school sto becomeinnovativein
mesting theeducationa needsof diverselearnersthrough
inclusivepracticessuch asresponsetointervention,
differentiated ingtructiond approaches, co-teaching
methodol ogy, and positivebehavior support activities.
Participantswill learnfrom other practitionersand
expertsinthefied of education better waysof including
not only sudentswith disabilities, but al gudents, through
effectiveeducationd practices.

Regigrationfeesincludeaccesstotheconference
keynotesand breakout sessions, lunch and bresk
refreshments, conferencematerials and unlimited access
totheVendor Fair. Parkingistheresponsbility of the
participant.

Featured Speakers

Dr. William Heward hashad aninternationa impact
onimproving the education and trestment of peoplewith
disahilitiesby influencingthewaysmany teechersprovide
education to those children. He hasaccomplished this
not only through hiswriting but sohisuniversity teaching
and advising, consulting to school sand other educationa
programs, hisextensiveresearch programsinthefield
and numerouspresentationsat profess ona meetingsfor
researchersand practitioners. Dr. Heward is perhaps
best knownfor hispublication (with Dr. John O. Cooper
and Professor Timothy E. Heron) of theextremely widely
read Applied Behavior Analysis, an introduction to
behavior analysis. Dr. Heward haswritten five other
books, including Exceptiona Children: AnIntroduction
to Special Education, initseighth edition and trand ated
into multipleforeignlanguages.



Dr. Christopher H. Skinner (Chris) received his
M.A. in Specia Education from Johnson State
University in Vermont and his Ph.D. in School
Psychology fromLehighUniveraty in Pennsylvania He
hasworked with de-indtitutionalized adultswith chronic
schizophreniaand developmentd disabilitiesand taught
10th-grade students with emotional-behavioral
disordersand elementary studentswith autism. Chris
served as Editor of Journal of Behavioral Education
for 6 yearsand has edited two books and co-authored
atext. Additiondly, Chrishaspublished over 100 peer-
reviewed journd articles. Hisinterestsincudepreventing
and remedying student problemsviathe gpplication of
behaviord drategies.

REGISTRATION:
Educational Professionals

Early Registration* $70

OnSite Registration* $90
School Group Discount

$280 /5 people or $360/ 5 people
5" person freewith 4 fully paid
Sudents and Parents

Early Registration $40/ person

Onsite Registration $60/ person
Students must submit copy of Student ID
* Early Regigtration formsmust be postmarked by
November 6, 2007. If registering on-site please
notify the RISE officeat (901) 678-4932.
Registration FormsMay Be Faxed 901-678-2772
or mailedto:

TheUnivergty of Memphis

115 Wilder Tower

Memphis, TN 38152-3520

ACCT #. 539239-229375-234124-58360-2600
Contact the RISE Officeat 901-678-4932 for forms
or visit thewebsite at www.utmem.edu/bcdd.

NEW PHONE NUMBER LDA
of TN:
901-788-L DAT (5328)

At Learning DisabilitiesAssociation of
Tennessee (LDATN) weoften receive phonecals
from parentsenquiring about the best schoolsina
specificareafor studentswith specificlearning
disabilities(SLD). Both stateand federa law
mandatethat sudentswith disabilitiesmust be
educated either in their home schoolsor ascloseto
the home school aspossible. Based on thismandate,
most districtsrequirethat childrenwith SLD be
placed inthe home school (the schooal inyour
neighborhood that childrenwithout disabilities
attend). Hereisthegood news

Any school can beagreat school for
studentswith SLD if faculty and parentsareworking
together to create an environment that issupportive
of thedisability while providing arigorouseducationd
experience. Certain characteristicsareevidentinal
schoolsthat provide an educationally relevant
experiencefor childrenwith SLD. Parentswho
encourage and support these attributesintheir
neighborhood school find that thelevel of successfor
thestudent with SLD increases.

Schoolsthat successfully educate students
with SLD have established philosophiesthat
support appropriateeducational practices. A
clearly articulated phil osophy providesadministrators,
teachers, and parentswith aframework fromwhich
educational choicesand aternativescan be chosen. It
a so providesthe authority to commit resourcesto
support the decisionsthat are made. Parents should
ask about the valuesand philosophy at the school
whenthey enroll their child.

Team wor k and collabor ation between all
stakeholdersisessential. Successful schoolshave
ampleplanning timefor teachers. Communication
between parentsand school personnel isessential to
build an effective partnership for achild’seducation
success. Parents have expert, in-depth knowledge of
their child’'spersondity, strengths, and needsand can
makesubstantial contributions. Successful schools
recognizethis, welcoming input from parentsand
strivingtoinvolveparents, not only in|EPteam
meetingswhere decisionsare madeabout thechild’'s
education, but a so throughout the entire school year
asconcernsor questionsarise.



Successful schoolsareflexible. Faculty and staff are not afraid to make adaptationsto the
environment and/or curriculum that enhancethe student’ s ability to be successful in an educationad activity.
Schedules may be adjusted, classes changed, or teaching styles modified to meet the student’ sneeds.

Remember to befriendly and hel pful asthe partnership worksto increase the capacity of a
nei ghborhood schooal to educate studentswith SLD. School staff will usually respond positively if
suggestionsare congtructive. Try to avoid placing the school inan adversaria position. Thebest way to
make achild’sschool the best school isfor parentsand the faculty to make changes collaboratively. If
possible serve on the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) board, bearoom parent, or volunteer for other
activitiesat thechild’ sschool. Thishelps parentsto get to know the school and a so providesthe school
personnel with an opportunity to get to know them. To shareasuccess story with LDA of Tennessee
contact the officeat 901-788-5328 (LDAT) or send an email toinfo@l earningdisabilities-tn.org.

L ooking for Training?
For moretrainingsinyour arealog ontothe TN Disability Training Network Calendar at
http://kc.vanderbilt.edu/tnpathfinder/calendar/
You can also search online for services and professionals at these websites.
Tennessee Disability Pathfinder —www.familypathfinder.org
West Tennessee Community Services Network www.wicsn.org Memphis Shelby County LINC services
901-415-2700.
Support and Training for Exceptiona Parents S.T.E.P. training calendar can belocated ontheweb at
www.tnstep.org or by calling 1-800-280-STEP(7837).

Learning DisabilitiesAssociation of TN
PO Box 40562
Memphis, TN 38174-0562

The Learning Disabilities Association of Tennessee has amission to provide information concerning awareness,
advocacy, parent information, and community education to maximize the quality of life for individuals and families
affected by Learning Disabilities and related disordersin Memphis, Shelby County, and West Tennessee.



